	
Conference Theme: Blazing Trails in the Face of Change
November 4-6, 2026
Hyatt Regency Frisco Dallas

CONFERENCE AGENDA OUTLINE
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8:00 am			NCSAB Gold Seal Exhibitors Open 
				NCSAB Registration Opens 
9:00 am			NCSAB Participants Are Invited to all CSAVR Sessions 9 am – Noon
9:00 am – CSAVR General Session #5
10:30 am – CSAVR General Session #6: RSA Data Presentation
11:30 am – CSAVR Closing Session
12:30 pm			Lunch (On Your Own)
				NCSAB Executive Committee Meeting 
NCSAB Exhibit Hall Opens 
1:30 pm – 2:00 pm           NCSAB Opening Session, Welcome and Introductions 
2:00 pm – 2:45 pm		NCSAB General Session #1: Rehabilitation Services Administration
2:45 pm – 3:00 pm 	Networking Break. 
3:00 pm – 3:45 pm	NCSAB General Session #2: Federal Policy Updates 
3:45 pm – 4:00 pm	Networking Break
4:00 pm – 4:45 pm		NCSAB General Session #3: Blazing Trails Beyond the Lab, Expanding 
Access to Assistive Technology in Texas
4:45 pm			Adjourn for the Day	
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm	NCSAB Welcome Reception & Gold Seal Exhibitor Showcase


[bookmark: _heading=h.tnywnwr2qrdi]															
THURSDAY, November 5, 2026								
															

8:00 am			NCSAB Registration Opens 
				NCSAB Exhibit Hall Opens 
8:00 am - 8:45 am		NCSAB Business Meeting & Committee Reports
8:45 am - 9:30 am		NCSAB General Session #4: Beyond the Signature: Understanding 
the RSA-17 Story and Turning It Into Action - Part 1 
9:30 am – 9:45 am		Networking Break
9:45 am - 10:30 am	NCSAB General Session #5: Beyond the Signature: Understanding 
the RSA-17 Story - Part 2 
10:30 am - 10:45 am	Networking Break. 
10:45 am - 11:30 am	NCSAB General Session #6: Blazing Trails Through Our Federal 
Partnerships: Building the Mississippi EMERGE Center - A National 
Model for Comprehensive Blindness Rehabilitation 
11:30 am - Noon		Networking Break
Noon - 1:15 pm		Blazing Trails in the Face of Change Working Lunch
1:15 pm – 1:30 pm		Break
1:30 pm - 2:15 pm		CONCURRENT SESSIONS #1
Track 1 (Fiscal): 2 CFR200 Uniform Guidance Updates 
Track 2 (Program Management): Leveraging Lived Experience to Strengthen Vocational Rehabilitation Programs
Track 3 (Service Delivery): Senior Keys to Independence – Group Skills Training for the Ages 
2:15 pm - 2:30 pm		Networking Break
2:30 pm - 3:15 pm		CONCURRENT SESSIONS #2 
Track 1 (Fiscal): Building Quality in Using CSPD Uniform Guidance and Internal Controls to Protect Data Integrity and Program Accountability
Track 2 (Program Management):  Using Data to Develop Innovative Solutions for Older Blind Programs
Track 3 (Service Delivery): Reimagining Adjustment to Blindness Center Training for Today’s VR Consumer
3:15 pm - 3:30 pm		Networking Break
3:30 pm - 4:15 pm		CONCURRENT SESSIONS #3 
Track 1 (Fiscal): From Policy to Practice to Performance: A Systematic Approach to Organizational Effectiveness in Vocational Rehabilitation
Track 2 (Program Management): No English No Problem, Supporting English Language Learners (ELL) Achieve Employment and Independence Through Strategic Collaboration
Track 3 (Service Delivery): Business Services is More Than Employer Outreach: A Strategic Model for Strengthening Our Agencies 
4:15 pm – 4:30 pm		Networking Break
4:30 pm – 5:15 pm		NCSAB General Session #7: StaffUP ASAP! Creating a Talent Pipeline 
for the Public VR Program
5:15 pm	Adjourn for the Day

															
FRIDAY, November 6	, 2026									
															

8:00 am			NCSAB Registration Table Opens 
				NCSAB Exhibit Hall Opens 
9:00 am – 9:45 am 	NCSAB General Session #8: Building Bridges for Independence and 
Employment: The TWC-VR and TSBVI Transition Partnership
9:45 am – 10:00 am	Networking Break
10:00 am – 10:45 am	NCSAB General Session #9: Synergy in Action: Maximizing Partnerships to Elevate Employment
10:45 am – 11:00 am	Networking Break
11:00 am – 11:45 am	NCSAB Closing Session 
11:45 am			Conference Adjourns. 
About NCSAB

Mission and Purpose
The mission of the NCSAB is to promote through advocacy, coordination, and education the delivery of specialized services that enable individuals who are blind and visually impaired to achieve personal and vocational independence.

[image: ]



[image: ]


2026 Fall NCSAB Conference

Officers and Directors
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Officers:
Greg Trapp, New Mexico - President
Vacant - President-Elect
Shirley Robinson, Georgia - Secretary
Natasha Jerde, Minnesota - Treasurer

Ex Officio:
Catriona Macdonald, Policy Advisor

Directors At Large:
Carlos Serván, Nebraska, Past President
Juanita Barker, Texas
Dr. Bernice Davis, New Jersey, Past President
Dacia Johnson, Oregon, Past President
Michael MacKillop, Washington
John Oliveira, Massachusetts
Ashley Townsend, Alabama
Dorothy Young, Mississippi, Past President
Past Presidents
2000-2025
2025 Dorothy Young, Mississippi
2024 Dr. Cassondra Williams Stokes,
          Arkansas
2023 Carlos Serván, Nebraska
2022 Dr. Bernice Davis, New Jersey
2021 William Robinson III, Michigan
2020 Dacia Johnson, Oregon
2019 Dacia Johnson, Oregon
2019 Carol Pankow, Minnesota
2018 Carol Pankow, Minnesota
2018 Dan Frye, New Jersey
2017 Lea Dias, Hawaii
2016 Ray Hopkins, Virginia
2015 Sue Schaffer, Maryland
2014 Robert Doyle III, Florida
2013 David DeNotaris, Pennsylvania
2012 David DeNotaris, Pennsylvania
2011 Barbara Madrigal, Texas
2010 Michael Gandy, Mississippi
2009 Patrick Cannon, Michigan
2008 Vito DeSantis, New Jersey
2007 Greg Trapp, New Mexico
2006  Allen Harris, Iowa
2005 Linda Mock, Oregon
2004 Brian Sigman, Connecticut
2003 Dr. Pearl Van Zandt, Nebraska
2002 Dr. Pearl Van Zandt, Nebraska
2002 Ray Hopkins, Oklahoma
2000 Terry Murphy, Texas
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